
Dr. Brenda Wilbanks, Founder and Executive Director      

This year Christmas for the Animals will have a different format and will 

run throughout the month of December. We invite everyone to come 

and visit any Saturday in December (December 4th, 11th, and 18th) from  

2pm-5pm. Drive through or walk through the Haven to see the animals 

and stop in our Visitors Center to visit with some of our residents. They 

will be dressed up for the occasion and ready to greet you with wagging 

tails.  

Christmas For the Animals: December 4, 11, 18, 2010 

Once again we will be offering another 

Haven tradition: Pet Photos with Santa 

Claws! This is your pet’s chance to tell 

Santa what gifts they want to find under 

the tree! Photos will be available at: 
 

Petsmart on Slide Road  

Saturday, December 4th,  

from 11am –4pm.  

 

As always, a portion of the proceeds 

will go directly to the Haven.  

May we, God helping us, be part of the answer, not part of the problem. –Peter Marshall 
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Haven Haven   
HappeningsHappenings  

Haven Wishlist 
 

Dogs and Cats 
leashes and collars 

canned and dry dog and cat food 

dog and cat brushes 
cat litter and litter boxes  

 

General Supplies 
mops and brooms 

laundry detergent and bleach 
all purpose cleaner  
(Fabuloso, Odoban) 

paper towels 
hand sanitizer 

blankets/towels/linens 

 

Gift Cards 
building supplies  

(Home Depot, Lowes, Sutherlands, etc) 
dog and cat food  

(Walmart, Target, United, etc.) 

cleaning supplies  
(Walmart, Target, United) 

(Dollar General, Dollar Tree, etc.) 

 

Photos With Santa, Dec. 4, 2010, 11am-4pm 

What is The Haven? 

We are a private foundation 
formed by Dr. Brenda Wil-
banks and her husband Joe 
Wilbanks. The Haven rests on 
seven acres just east of Lub-
bock, TX. The Haven is a non-
profit, no kill sanctuary for ani-
mals. In addition to many spe-
cial needs dogs and cats, the 
Haven also shelters a wide 
variety of adoptable pets who 
are in need of loving homes. 
Our goals include: 
 
*Saving the lives of helpless 
animals… one life at a time. 
 
*Educating people to be re-
sponsible pet owners… one 
person at a time. 
 
*Improving the lives of children 
through our pet therapy pro-
gram… one child at a time.  
 
*Changing the world to a kind-
er and more peaceful place… 
one day at a time. 

Join us at Petsmart to get your 

furry members of the family  

photographed with Santa!  

Haven Calendars Available Soon! 

Some of our elderly residents have posed for their picture  

just so we could have our own Haven Calendar.  

Hopefully the calendars will be ready for Christmas,  

so watch for more information about them! 

HAVEN ANIMAL CARE SHELTER    4501 N. FM 1729  LUBBOCK, TX 79403 

806-763-0092                                    havenacs@gmail.com  

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!  

SEARCH: THE HAVEN ACS LUBBOCK 

ALSO CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE: www.havenacs.org 



As always, here are a few 

stories about animals that 

have recently touched our 

hearts with their persever-

ance. 

 

Mimi & Bandi 
 
Mimi and Bandi are two 
small black mixes who came 
to the shelter when their 
owner passed away. While 
at the shelter they partici-
pated in a variety of activi-
ties, such as pet therapy and 
Halloween contests. Re-
cently they were both lucky 
enough to be adopted to-
gether into a home where 
they are again pampered 
pets.  
 

Otis 

 

Otis, a Siamese kitten, came 

to the Haven after being hit 

by a car. He was adopted by 

Amanda Sanders, a local 

college student, and her 

boyfriend, Matthew Emery.  

 

 

Ellie & Nala 

Ellie and Nala, along with 

eight other littermates, 

were born at the Haven 

after their mother was 

found outside Meals on 

Wheels. In September, Ellie 

was featured at Hills Hot 

Rods Car Show benefiting 

the Haven. The owners, 

Jason and Christine Hill, fell 

in love with Ellie and decid-

ed to adopt both her and 

Nala. Last month they both 

came out to Strut for the 

Mutts. 

Barber 

Barber was abandoned at 

the Haven with his four 

other littermates, crammed 

inside a carrier outside the 

Haven entrance.  He was 

adopted by James and Jen-

nifer Salazar 

who live in Lo-

renzo. 

 

 

Cowboy & Ranger 

Cowboy and Ranger were taken 

in by the Haven with eight other 

littermates when they were left 

in a ditch to die. Cowboy, who 

was known as cookies and 

cream, and his sibling Ranger 

were adopted by Charles Can-

non. 

Other Happy Tails: 

Other animals adopted have 

been Jasper, Henry, Buttermilk, 

Tonto, Roscoe, Aikman, Jimmy, 

Wyatt, Chili, Bullet, NellyBelle, 

Silver, Ringo, Brock, Mia, Bindi, 

Layla, Jimney Cricket, Dakota, 

Sally, Rose, Lily, TJ, Pearl, Dex-

ter, Maxwell, Eli, Cricket, Bella, 

Rocky, Stormy, Ginger, Harper, 

Bear, Lady, Hazel, Molly, and 

Gizmo. 

Love the animals: God 

has given them the rudi-

ments of thought and joy 

untroubled. 

~ Dostoyevsky 

Happy Tails 
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Pet Therapy at The Haven 

One goal of the Haven is to 

promote the bond between 

humans and animals and to 

teach the concept of 

empathy. Our Pets as Pals 

program is facilitated by Dr. 

Brenda Wilbanks and is free 

of charge. The purpose of 

Pets as Pals is to provide a 

therapeutic activity for 

children with special needs, 

or who have suffered losses 

in their lives. It also aids in 

teaching nurturing skills, 

responsibility, and empathy. 

Research shows that one 

determinate of later violent or 

criminal activity is the degree 

of empathy that children and 

young adults feel towards 

others. By teaching these 

lessons, the Haven strives to 

provide a valuable and 

unique social and community 

service. There are also 

opportunities to work with the 

elderly in a variety of 

settings.    If you would like 

to participate in pet therapy 

as a volunteer, or if you have 

children to refer, please call 

806-763-0092 and leave a 

message for Dr. Wilbanks, or 

email us at 

HavenACS@gmail.com  

 

CAR SHOW GREAT SUCCESS! 

The 3rd ANNUAL WEST TEXAS 

SHINDIG, sponsored by Hills Hot Rods 

& JD Glasswork CAR SHOW, was a 

great success, and the Haven received a 

generous donation. We were honored 

to be part of this. The cars were beauti-

ful and the sponsors and participants 

were wonderful to us. Attending from 

the Haven were Dr. Brenda Wilbanks, 

Jessica Torres, and Jessica Morgan, as 

well as some of our Haven dogs, Ellie, 

Maxwell, and Jimmy. 

mailto:HavenACS@door.net


Thank you to the 

groups who have 

come out recently to 

help us:  

Alpha Phi Omega, Chi 

Tau Epsilon, TTU 

Undergrad Research, 

HOSFA, Sigma Phi 

Epsilon, Delta Epsilon 

Phi, Pre-Vet Society, 

Sigma Alpha, Silver 

Wings, Delta Sigma Pi, 

TTU Student Pagan 

Union, Chi Rho, HSC 

Learning Committee, 

Frenship NHS, TTU 

Marketing Association, 

South Plains College, 

Dean’s Leadership 

Council-HSC, Pi Tau 

Sigma, Brownie Troops, 

Lambda Alpha Beta, 

Lambda Alpha Gamma, 

Lorenzo HS, TTU Kappa 

Epsilon Chi, Miller Girls, 

Target (Marsha Sharp/

Milwaukee), Alpha Chi 

Omega, Venture Crew 

159, Student Council 

Group, HOSA, Gamma 

Beta Phi, Catholic 

Student Organization, 

Air Force ROTC, Boy 

Scout Groups,  

Vietnamese Student 

Association,  ALD-CDS, 

NJHS, Honors College, 

and Women’s Service 

Organization. 
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“Christmas” 

A Poem by Guila Manchester 

The lighted window shows the room, 

so warm and softly glowing,  

The tree so tall with twinkling lights, 

and all the presents showing.  

While just outside a starving cat stands 

shivering in the cold, and down the 

street a stray dog limps, so tired and 

sick and old.  

How can we speak of peace on 

earth and know these things are 

so, and say they don't concern us and 

we ought to let them go?  

How can we think we have the right to 

torture needlessly,  

When all the time we know so well It 

shouldn't have to be.  

Come join with us at Christmas time  

and pledge ourselves anew.  

 

They need our help so badly,  

There's so much that we can do.  

 

Don't turn your back upon their 

pain Because it's hard to see.  

 

They have no other place to turn,  

They've only you and me. 

Come and help us 

save the lives of help-

less animals. The best 

gift our animals can 

have is a loving home 

for Christmas and 

forever.  

THANK YOU 

To Mark, Kathy, and Amy for feeding and 

helping with the animals, even during the 

holidays. 

To Dalette, Darby, and Alexis for helping 

with vaccinations, tick treatment, and heart-

worm preventive, for supervising volunteers, 

and for all the other activities they participat-

ed in. 

To Larry for helping with the maintenance at 

the facility.  

To Robby and for helping with food pickup.  

To Signs on the Go for their help with signs 

for the Haven property. 

To all of the veterinarians who help care for 

our animals. 

The Haven’s annual Strut for the Mutts was 

held on Saturday, October 23, 2010 at Hig-

ginbotham Park. We had good weather and 

a wonderful crowd. We were happy to see 

so many “Haven graduates” there with their 

owners. It is very rewarding to see how our  

animals have found a happy home. We ap-

preciate Sonic for helping sponsor the Strut 

and for helping with the raffle.   

HAVEN ANNUAL  

STRUT FOR THE MUTTS HELD 

See our pictures of the Strut on our 

Facebook and our website. 



The Dignity of All  Life : Caring for Special Needs Animals  

All of God’s creatures are important at the Haven, and we want you to meet some 

of our “special” ones.  

Dude and Missy are two elderly poodles who came to the Haven when their owners could no longer care for them. Dude takes 

heart medication twice a day, and he and Missy both require extra attention.  

Jenny is our mascot who always leads our Strut for the Mutts on her wheels. Many of you have met her since she tries to greet 

everyone from her deck as they arrive at the Haven.  

Murphy is a yorkie who has seizures and is now blind. However, he is very active and can find his way around enough to get in 

trouble. He lives in Dr. Wilbanks’ house, and Ester, one of our staff members, watches over him during the day.  

Warren is one of our elderly dogs who has partial sight. Warren loves to go for walks, although these need to be short. 

                      

GIFT GIVING IDEA FOR ANIMAL LOVERS 

Worrying what to get that animal lover on your list? How about a warm feeling of knowing that they have helped an animal in need by sending them 

a Haven gift certificate? We will send out a pretty Christmas certificate to the recipient, saying that you have donated money on their behalf to help 

injured and abandoned animals. If you would like to look at the certificates and choose one yourself, come by during our Santa Photo times at 

Petsmart or come  and visit the Haven on Saturdays in December. 

DONATION FORM  AND/OR  

CERTIFICATE ORDER 

Please make checks payable to: The Haven Animal Care Shelter—Thank  you. 

 

Send to: The Haven, 4501 N. FM 1729, Lubbock, TX 79403 

 

 I would like to make a tax deductible donation to the Haven to help continue saving the lives of animals. 

I would like to send a certificate for a donation for Christmas, a memorial, holiday, birthday, etc. name and address of recipient.  

     __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Name and Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

May the peace and happiness of the Christmas  

season be with you throughout the coming year 

 

From Haven Volunteers, all of the beautiful animals at 

the Haven, and the Haven staff: Dr. Brenda Wilbanks, 

Vanessa Riley-Birdwell, Blake Riley, Amanda Hawkins, 

Elizebeth Caillet, Ester Espinosa, and Jessica Torres. 


